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ILLUSTRATION, BY F. C. YOHN. 



F. C. YOHN. 

TO praise the work of one whom we know and admire personally is an 
easy task. To write of it from the impartial standpoint of an 
outsider is more difficult. The scribbling friend, seeking to be conscien- 
tious, is likely to become severe. With the hope of making amends at 
the close, he is more than likely to become fulsome. Thus in neither case 
does he accomplish a satisfactory result. It has been my good fortune to 
know in the daily round of living the subject of this sketch. It is my 
privilege to record briefly a few facts concerning the artist and his work. 
If the result is pleasing neither to Mr. Yohn nor myself I shall not be 
greatly surprised. 

During the past several months the reading public, and more especially 
the readers of Scribner* s Magazine, have been unusually interested in a 
series of full-page battle pictures illustrating the ' 4 Story of the Revo- 
lution," by Henry Cabot Lodge. A few of these drawings were made by 
Howard Pyle. One or two, perhaps, by Mr. Clinedinst. Possibly an equal 
number by Mr. Thulstrup, Mr. B. C. Peixotto, and others. But by far the 
greater number of these striking portrayals of revolutionary warfare have 
been and continue to be the work of a young man who came into the 
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WINTER AT VALLEY FORGE 
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Courtesy of Scribner's Magazine. 
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world at Indianapolis twenty-four years ago. This artist signs his pic- 
tures simply and modestly F. C. Yohn, without any affected illegibility or 
undue display. His art education, with the exception of one year in the 
Indianapolis art school, has been acquired in New York City. He studied 
at the L,eague, for the most part under Mowbray, and it was at a League 
exhibition that his work first attracted the attention of Messrs. Harper & 
Brothers. This was in the summer of 1894, and his initial work for them 
was an illustration for a Round Table short story. It was doubtless a 
satisfactory performance, for very soon afterward he was given, to illus- 
trate, a series of frontier sketches by Theodore Roosevelt. Following this 
came a twenty-part serial by James Barnes, while other serials by the 
same author and by Molly Elliot Seawell came one upon the other so 
promptly from his gratified publishers, that the young artist was at one 
time likely to succumb from overwork. 

He put aside all effort for a time and went away somewhere to seek 
rest. Upon his return, the Scribners, who. had been attracted by his 
Round Table pictures, had work laid out for him to do. The story they 
gave him was by Joel Chandler Harris, and appeared in the last Christ- 
mas number of Scribner' s Magazine. It was illustrated in a manner 
which caused artists to awaken to the fact that a new candidate for the 
highest honors had arisen in Gotham, and it was followed up imme- 
diately by the Lodge historical series, the leading feature oiScribner's 
Magazine for 1898. 

Mr. Yohn has also, and quite recently, illustrated two magazine stor- 
ies for the Harpers, one of which appears in the current issue. Still more 
recently he has done a number of military pages for Collier's Weekly, 
from sketches made by him at Chickamauga Park in April. 

With a record like the above for a man of twenty-four, I have no 
need to praise his work even were I so inclined. Publishers are the 
severest critics, and a. check from the art department of any one of the 
leading magazines declares more of merit in fewer words than the most 
eloquent writer could announce in as many pages. 

I have only to say, however, that if at any time there has been a 
doubt as to Mr. Yohn's ability, it has long since disappeared. Conscien- 
tious work and perseverance have resulted in the usual reward — success. 
The battle pieces for the Lodge story are full of color and action, and 
filled powerfully with the patriotic spirit of '76. If Mr. Yohn now and 
then is overfaithful to his model, it is because of his anxiety to do that 
which he feels and sees, and knows to be right in every detail. By-and- 
by he will take greater liberties with himself, and his work will grow 
accordingly. He has health and youth. With these and his present 
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start, supplemented by that quiet industry which is the true name for 
genius, what may he not accomplish ! 

Ah, it is a fine thing to be a genius, successful, and twenty-four ! 

Albert Bigelow Paine. 



